114                   THE COLLECTED WORKS OF  MAHATMA GANDHI
been, I had already predicted what would happen in England. I have
not therefore acted in ignorance. We stood to gain nothing by waiting
longer than we did, for it is not as if we had agreed to finger-impressions
under pressure. It was because of our offer of voluntary registration
that we received support in England. If I had lost any time when the
offer came from the Government, it would have cost us the sympathy
we got in England. Let us remember that there were elderly and
respectable businessmen who were to go to gaol the day following that
of the compromise. The thought was gnawing at my heart. I saw
that it was my duty to prevent this from happening if I could. It is
therefore wrong to speak of undue haste on my part.
Moreover, those who followed me to gaol had rather discouraging
reports to give. They told me that people were losing courage. The
hawkers, they told me, had stopped going their rounds. They wanted
me to bring about a compromise as early as possible. Those who went
to gaol lost their nerve in a few days, and some of them hinted that
they would not go to gaol again. General Smuts told me much the same
thing when I met him: that I did not have the slightest idea of the
number of people who had wanted to submit to the law. A few people
had already sent applications to him in secret. I even know the names
of some of them. All these things could not just be ignored by a person
who had been deeply involved in the struggle for 16 months. However,
if I had seen any objection to finger-impressions, or if I had even known
that Indians in the Transvaal would be extremely unhappy about
having to give their finger-impressions, there would perhaps have been
some reason for further deliberation. But, as far as I could judge, there
was no objection to the voluntary provision of finger-impressions just
as there was none to voluntary registration; and I knew that sensible
persons in the Transvaal were not opposed to the idea, for they had
no objection to finger-impressions as such, but only to the manner in
which they were [required] to give them under the law. Since that
situation no longer obtained, finger-impressions in themselves had
become innocuous.
DID I LOSE COURAGE IN GAOL?
People who accuse me [thus] do not know me at all. If there was
one person who enjoyed being in gaol, it was I. I did not find anyone
else as content tt> be in gaol as I was. I should welcome gaol again
if the occasion demanded it; so sure am I of myself.
POINT IN GIVING FINGER-IMPRESSIONS
Some people want to know what I mean when I say that it is
advantageous for us to give our finger-impressions. Let me mention
some of the reasons.